
  

 

13 October 2025 

 
Sent via email to     
 

LG25-0278 - Procurement Plan and Authorisation for Chief Executive Recruiter 

Dear , 
 
REQUEST FOR OFFICIAL INFORMATION – PARTIAL RELEASE OF INFORMATION 
 
Thank you for your request for information held by the Queenstown Lakes District Council (QLDC). On 
18 September 2025 you requested the following information under the Local Government Official 
Information and Meetings Act 1987 (LGOIMA): 
 

• Can you please send me the Procurement Plan for obtaining a recruiter for the recruitment 
of the new CE [Chief Executive] and a copy of the authorisation, i.e., who signed it off? 
 

QLDC RESPONSE 
 
Partial release of information 
 
Please find attached the Procurement Plan related to the engagement of a recruitment agency for the 
appointment of the new Chief Executive. Details regarding the authorisation, including the individual 
who approved the plan, are included within the attached documentation. Minor redactions have been 
applied. The grounds for withholding certain information are outlined below. 
 
Please note that the enclosed link will expire on 12 November 2025, 12:56 PM (UTC+12:00) Auckland, 
Wellington. 
 
Decision to withhold information 
 
We have good reason under section 7(2)(a) and section 7(2)(i) of the LGOIMA for withholding part of 
the information requested. We consider it is necessary to withhold part of the requested information 
on the basis of the following grounds: 
 

• Section 7(2)(a) - the withholding of the information is necessary to protect the privacy of 
natural persons, including that of deceased natural persons. 

• Section 7(2)(i) - the withholding of the information is necessary to enable any local authority 
holding the information to carry on, without prejudice or disadvantage, negotiations 
(including commercial and industrial negotiations). 

 
Section 7(2)(a) of the LGOIMA is intended to protect the privacy of individuals by allowing information 
to be withheld where its release would involve the unreasonable disclosure of personal information 
or could cause harm or distress. This provision seeks to balance the public’s right to access official 

https://qldc.t1cloud.com/T1Default/CiAnywhere/Web/QLDC/ECMCore/BulkAction/Get/731965d1-d9a7-43b2-878e-72cab3280c56


 

 

information with the need to respect individual privacy and prevent the misuse of personal 
information. 
 
In this instance, the information is being withheld as it relates to identifiable natural persons. The 
Privacy Act 2020 upholds individuals’ rights to be informed about the collection, use, and disclosure 
of their personal information. Releasing the requested information could constitute an unreasonable 
intrusion into the personal affairs of the individuals concerned.  
 
Accordingly, the need to protect the privacy of natural person outweighs any public interest in the 
release of the information. Accordingly, the decision to withhold the information is justified and 
consistent with the provisions of both LGOIMA and the Privacy Act. 
 
Section 7(2)(i) of the LGOIMA is intended to protect the ability of local authorities to conduct 
negotiations—whether commercial, industrial, or otherwise—without facing prejudice or 
disadvantage. This provision recognises that premature disclosure of certain information can 
undermine a council’s bargaining position, weaken its leverage, or otherwise affect the fairness and 
outcome of negotiations. 
 
In this case, the information has been withheld because it relates to ongoing or anticipated 
negotiations, where public release could compromise the local authority’s ability to secure the best 
outcome or engage on equal footing. Disclosure could influence the actions or expectations of other 
parties involved, potentially leading to financial or strategic disadvantage. 
 
Accordingly, the need to preserve the integrity of these negotiations outweighs the public interest in 
releasing the information at this time. The information is withheld to ensure the local authority can 
carry out its functions without undue disadvantage. 
 
Public interest considerations 
 

 
 

  
 
When making decisions about withholding information, we carefully consider the public interest— 
including whether release would promote transparency, accountability, or informed public 
participation—and whether those considerations are strong enough to outweigh the reasons for 
withholding. QLDC fully recognises the importance of these principles and remains committed to 
releasing information wherever possible to support good governance and public trust. 
 
However, in this instance, QLDC has determined that the need to withhold part of the requested 
information—on the basis that its release would likely infringe upon personal privacy, cause harm or 
distress; and to enable any local authority holding the information to carry on, without prejudice or 
disadvantage, negotiations—are considerations not outweighed by the public interest in favour of 
disclosure. 
 
Accordingly, we consider that section 7(2)(a)—which protects the privacy of natural persons, and 
section 7(2)(i)—to enable any local authority holding the information to carry on, without prejudice 
or disadvantage, negotiations (including commercial and industrial negotiations), of the LGOIMA 



 

 

apply. In this case, these grounds for withholding are not outweighed by any overriding public interest 
considerations favouring disclosure. 
 
Right to review the above decision 
 
Note that you have the right to seek an investigation and review by the Ombudsman of this decision.  
Information about this process is available at www.ombudsman.parliament.nz or freephone 0800 802 
602. 
 
If you wish to discuss this decision with us, please contact Naell.Crosby-Roe@qldc.govt.nz (Director 
Democracy Services).  
 
We trust that the above information satisfactorily answers your request. 
 
Kind regards, 

 
 
Democracy Services Team 
Corporate Services | Queenstown Lakes District Council 
P: +64 3 441 0499  
E: informationrequest@qldc.govt.nz  
  
 

http://www.ombudsman.parliament.nz/
mailto:Naell.Crosby-Roe@qldc.govt.nz
mailto:informationrequest@qldc.govt.nz
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